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MISSION
The Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines promotes the comprehensive development 
of communities through the promotion of Humanitarian Disarmament and Human 
Security. It implements the pillars of Mine Action and advocates for the establishment of 
norms and actions that prevent and remedy human suffering and environmental damage 
caused by indiscriminate weapons and armed conflicts, from differential, rights-based, 
and do-no-harm approaches. 
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ABOUT COLOMBIAN CAMPAIGN
TO BAN LANDMINES

It is also involved in international humanitarian disarmament campaigns such as the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), the Cluster Munition Coalition 
(CMC), the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), the 
Campaign to Stop Killer Robots (Stop Killer Robots), Control Arms, the 
International Network On Explosive Weapons (INEW) and the Human Security 
Network in Latin America and the Caribbean (SEHLAC), which work to raise 
awareness of the risks to the civilian population of this type of weapon, as well as 
to promote prohibition treaties to prevent possible social and environmental 
effects. In addition, the CCBL is a member of The Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) of the United Nations and international working groups on Gender and 
Diversity and the environment.  

The CCBL has activities at national and international level. It has carried out Mine 
Action tasks in 20 municipalities of Colombia and has a network of coordinators and 
volunteers in 22 of the 31 departments affected by the presence of explosive 
devices in national territory. 

The Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines (CCBL) is a Non-Governmental 
Humanitarian Organization founded in 1999 as an independent, voluntary, and 
citizen initiative. Since that year it has been a member of the International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines (ICBL), a global network of organizations working to eliminate 
the use of Landmines since 1991. In 2000, the CCBL was constituted as a 
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) and a year later integrated humanitarian 
disarmament issues and the initiatives that support it into its field of action, 
promoting the values of Human Security and Development. 

This is possible through the strengthening of international and national policies and 
standards, victims’ assistance and mitigation of the impact of the use, storage, 
production, transfer and destruction of weapons and explosive ordnance, regulated 
or prohibited by International Humanitarian Law (IHL). 

The CCBL is conformed by civil society organizations and works hand in hand with 
institutions, national and local organizations, as well as several Landmines 
Survivors Associations. It is also part of the National Mine Risk Education Board, 
which is responsible for the coordination and monitoring of education actions to 
prevent accidents caused by Landmines. 
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Recognizing that it is the States who must guarantee comprehensive care for 
landmine and other explosive ordnance victims and facilitate all processes and 
mechanisms for their care and reparation, as well as address the challenges for 
access to this. For over than 20 years the CCBL has contributed to strengthening the 
associative processes of 11 Landmine Survivors' Organizations in Colombia. This 
has allowed the Associations to have the possibility and the tools to participate in 
listening and decision-making spaces such as the Effective Participation Boards of 
Victims where their needs and realities are taking into consideration by the 
Government and sector initiatives. 

For that reason, the CCBL does the CaMINA Award, now in its seventh version, an 
initiative created by the CCCM and supported by the Embassy of Belgium, Canada 
and Gran Tierra Energy, to make visible and widely recognize the efforts of local 
organizations that work for the explosive ordnance victims and survivors’ rights in 
Colombia, while it provides technical and economic support for the processes and 
initiatives of the survivors' associations.   

VICTIMS ASSISTANCE

Strengthening Survivors' Associations

Assistance  

Advocacy  
The CCBL has stood out for its advocacy efforts at the national and international 
governmental levels in Mine Action Sector and with survivors´ organizations to 
generate policies, plans and strategies that provide differentiated and integral repa-
rations to landmines victims, as well as to their families and communities. 

The CCBL strives continuously to provide complementary support to the survivors. 
Understanding that the impact of an accident goes beyond the event, that it does 
not only affect the injured person, but their family and community, from Victim 
Assistance actions the CCBL identifies and support needs such as: attend medical 
appointments, travel expenses for companions, technical support, psychosocial 
support, therapies, others. Likewise, recognizing the importance of their 
socioeconomic reintegration and their life project, it contributes to identify, hand in 
hand with the survivors, possible personal skills to rethink alternatives that allow 
survivors to develop according to their individual interests, whether in the 
educational, labor, business, or other areas. 

CCBL main objective is to ensure that Landmine survivors have access to demand for their 
rights, use their voice and advocate for themselves and their communities. 
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HUMANITARIAN DEMINING  
The CCBL has been developing humanitarian demining 
activities since 2016 in 22 municipalities in Colombia.

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE  
RISK EDUCATION (EORE)
With the aim of contributing to promote a culture of safe behavior to prevent 
accidents by the presence of explosive ordnance in areas impacted by the armed 
conflict, the CCBL has conducted more than 3,800 Risk Education workshops 
throughout the country. 
 
Acknowledging Colombia's diversity and the challenges to access to information, 
the CCBL works from differential approaches to ensure that information is 
accessible to all people in all communities. Adapts its activities to community 
gender roles and norms, creates public diffusion material designed from differential 
approaches and intersectionality, making efforts to reach all population groups in 
the time, space and tool that best suits their identities, needs and capacities. 
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To March 2024, the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines  has carried out 
education on the risk of explosive devices, raising awareness among the population 
about the danger they represent. To achieve self-care of communities. benefiting 
569,940 people, of whom 10,630 who are recognized as Afro-descendant 
population and 19,199 are natives.

Total beneficiaries: 
22,618  

Families: 5,846 

Women: 6,853 

Men: 7,568 

Boys: 4,278 

Girls: 3,919

Explosive Ordnance Destroyed: 662 

Municipalities free of suspected contamination due to 
the presence of Explosive Ordnance: 4 

Marked areas: 199 

Cleared areas: 36 

Areas delivered as free of suspected contamination 
due to the presence of Explosive Ordnance: 281

Sectors delivered to the community free of suspected 
contamination by the presence of Explosive: 343 

Total beneficiaries: 
78,117  

Families: 24,953 

Women: 24,777

Men: 28,327 

Boys: 12,653 

Girls: 12,368

Impact of the 
land release

Direct 
Beneficiaries

Indirect 
Beneficiaries



The Gender and Diversity approach 
must work from an intersectionality 

perspective.

GENDER 
   & DIVERSITY 

The CCBL recognizes that armed conflicts have disproportionate impacts on people 
with differential identities and characteristics, but also identifies in Mine Action and 
humanitarian disarmament spaces to work on transformative actions in relation to 
gender and diversity, prevention of Gender Based Violence (GBV) and 
socioeconomic inclusion of historically marginalized communities, understanding 
disarmament and humanitarian action as generators of social transformation and 
peace building. In its experience, the CCBL has included GBV prevention, gender 
and diversity mainstreaming, training and innovation in gender and diversity issues, 
contributing to the comprehensive implementation of Mine Action activities leaving 
no one behind, counteracting inequality and contributing to the guarantee of human 
rights and contributing to the sustainable development goals. 

To achieve this, the CCBL implements four lines of work based on intersectionality, 
territorial approach, and creativity. 

-Gender-based violence prevention workshops for 
teams, community, and family.  
-Route of attention to cases of Gender-Based 
Violence. 
-Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Policy. 

-Territory analysis from differential 
approaches to adapt our interventions to the 

differential realities of the territories. 
-Generation of an organizational assessment 

tool to design specific gender and diversity 
strategies for each area of the organization. 

-Promotion of women to leadership 
positions and/or non-traditional roles. 

-Gender-based violence prevention 
project in indigenous community 
declared free of explosive 
ordnance. 
-Street for non-gender violence. 
Productive projects with women 
from ethnic communities to 
contribute to the productive use, in 
equity of lands declared free of 
suspected contamination by

 explosive ordnance. 
-Staff characterization survey to measure the 
impact of hiring women in terms of 
development. - Local Gender and Diversity 
Focal Points Teams. 

Training and 
promotion 

 We are members of the International Gender and Diversity Working 
Group and the National GBV Response Coordination Space.
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Negotiation of the Ottawa Treaty on the prohibition of 
Anti-Personnel mines in 1997 and the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions.  

In 2001, the CCBL integrated Humanitarian Disarmament issues and the initiatives 
that encourage it into its field of action, promoting the values of Human Security 
and Development. Thus, the CCBL has actively participated in the negotiation and 
agreement of international treaties and mechanisms that promote the control, 
prohibition, and regulation of weapons to mitigate the impact of these weapons on 
the civilian population, human security, and the environment, as follows: 

Awareness, advocacy, and promotion of the humanitarian effects that 
Autonomous Weapons could cause, in conjunction with the Campaign 
to Stop Killer Robots.  
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HUMANITARIAN  
     DISARMAMENT  

Advocacy and universalization of the Arms Trade Treaty 
(ATT) in alliance with Control Arms, with whom issues 
of control and trade in small arms and light weapons 
are being developed. 

Working for the total prohibition of the development, 
production and use of nuclear weapons in collaboration 
with the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN). 

Advocacy for Political Declaration on the protection of 
civilians from explosive weapons in populated areas, in 
alliance with the International Network on Explosive 
Weapons (INEW) 

Raising awareness and sensitizing civil society to the humanitarian 
implications and effects of the development, production, deployment, 
and use of the different types of indiscriminate weapons mentioned 
above, on a regional basis, together with the Human Security Network 
in Latin America and the Caribbean (SEHLAC) and with the Scouts of 
the Inter-American region.

07

Promotion of youth leadership in disarmament spaces through the 
Mine Action Fellows program of the Canadian Organization Mines 
Action Canada (MAC) in the spaces of the Cluster Munition Coalition 
and the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL).  
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Working under a south-south strategy, the 
organization aims to facilitate more effi-

cient and effective Mine Action activities in 
affected countries by lowering costs, plan-

ning according to context-specific needs 
and implementing activities with fully local 

partners that will remain in-country as 
national capacity.

INTERNATIONAL 
INITIATIVES

The process is currently being developed with a focus on the triple nexus of 
"humanitarian action, development, peace" with the objective of expanding the 
scope and promoting comprehensive mine action in these regions. In addition, it 
aims to contribute to the safety and well-being of communities affected by 
explosive ordnance hazards and, through its efforts, mitigate the risks associated 
with mines, improve the living conditions of affected people and, at the same time, 
contribute to development and peace building. 

By promoting national civil society organizations to address explosive 
ordnance contamination in their territory and increase local capacity, 
the CCBL seeks to promote scenarios of peace building, humanitarian 
action, development, and human security. Thus, increasing the number 

of partners capable of carrying out the processes of Land Release, 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education and Comprehensive Assistance to 

Victims, specifically adapted to local populations.

Colombia has the potential to become a reference in peace building, humanitarian 
action and development at a global level and seeks to contribute with its capacities 
to make this possible, promoting the objective of localization of aid outlined during 
the Great Humanitarian Pact of 2016. The CCBL is ready to share its experiences 
and capacities with civilian and local organizations in other countries affected by the 
presence of explosive ordnance and armed conflicts, through the training of these 
organizations so that they can carry out Mine Action activities in their own 
territories.  
 
To achieve this, the CCBL has established alliances with local organizations in 
South America, especially in the countries that share borders with Colombia, and in 
the Middle East, to which it provides support in the generation of local capacities 
with a focus on the main issues of human security, international disarmament, and 
peace building. In this way, it is hoped that each of the partner organizations can 
become a central actor in Mine Action in their areas of influence, taking advantage 
of the knowledge of the social and cultural context in their areas of origin and their 
communities to develop more effective, cost-efficient humanitarian interventions 
with greater social impact.
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PEACE & 
    DEVELOPMENT 
From its experience, the CCBL has been able to recognize in humanitarian processes 
and spaces, such as Mine Action, enablers for the construction and consolidation of 
peace and the development of communities. Not only during the intervention in the 
territories, but also after the processes and Mine Action activities.  
 
Understanding that these initiatives seek the transformation of territories, it has 
been possible to identify the possibility of creating spaces for reconciliation through 
Mine Action, by including diverse population groups such as former combatants and 
victims of the armed conflict. In addition to contributing to the land release, this 
contributes to peace building and guarantees of non-repetition. 

Mine Action has a direct impact on the construction and maintenance of peace to the 
extent that it facilitates overcoming the consequences of armed violence through 
humanitarian disarmament, generates spaces for integration and reconciliation 
based on the inclusion of diverse population groups and contributes to the 
development of communities by overcoming development disqualifiers such as 
armed violence, conflict, and inequality. 

Likewise, thanks to the efforts and advocacy of the CCBL, Mine Action has been 
included as a pillar in the 2016 peace negotiations in Colombia, as well as part of 
the final peace accords.  

Some of the outcomes and support provided by the CCBL are:  
• Accompanying the joint process of Humanitarian Demining between the 

FARC-EP and the government during the negotiation process.  
• Training of ex-combatants in EORE, Non-Technical Survey and Clearance to 

strengthen the capacity of Humanicemos DH, an organization of FARC 
ex-combatants created in the peace agreements.  

• National and international advocacy to advance the new peace processes and 
contribute to the national government's peace policies.  

• Organization in charge of executing the first pilot of Works, Projects and 
Activities with Restorative-Reparative Content (TOAR) in the framework of 
transitional justice for peace, derived from the peace agreement with the FARC -EP.  
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Considering that peace and community development needs to address the 
consequences of armed violence, such as the presence of landmines and other 
explosive ordnance, as well as the threats to human security posed by armed 
violence, and that humanitarian disarmament addresses some of the consequences 
through Mine Action, the CCBL recognizes and advocates that these activities have 
the potential to contribute to development and peace building.  
 
Thus, if spaces for reflection and action on the impact of humanitarian disarmament 
are generated with a participatory and consultative methodology that recognizes 
diversity, including people from the communities formally and socioeconomically in 
processes that take place in their territory, then they can strengthen their 
decision-making power over their life projects, have tools and can become agents of 
change as multipliers and advocates for human security, development and peace 
building in their own communities. 

DONORS AND 
PARTNERS  
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